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S tephen Lee Shubat, age 71, of Centerville, passed away Wednesday, November

18, 2020 at MercyOne Medical Center in Des Moines due to complications
from COVID.

Stephen was born on November 8, 1949 in Wayne County, Iowa, the son of Jay and Myrna (Smith)
Shubat. He graduated from Seymour High School with the class of 1967. Steve had many fond

memories of 4H activities and awards while in high school, but claimed his real interest was
'muscle cars.' He continued his education at Iowa State University earning a Bachelor's Degree in

Agriculture.

Upon his graduation from ISU, he returned to the Wayne County Area to farm. Steve enjoyed the
crop farming, as opposed to the dairy farming he helped with while growing up. Steve never liked

those early morning hours 'milking.' For many years Steve worked for the USDA Farm Service
Agency in several southeast Iowa offices. He assisted farmers in obtaining USDA loans.

His heart was never very far from farming. While a bachelor, Steve enjoyed team roping. His lasso

hung in his bedroom in the later years. The grandkids enjoyed hearing Grandpa's rodeo stories
while watching a rodeo on TV with him. He also developed many friends during his truck-pulling

days. Steve treasured a model red pick-up that reminded him of his pulling truck.

He had a love for cooking, that developed from time spent with his Grandma Shubat. He enjoyed
trying new recipes, especially spicy ones and was always looking for a new kitchen gadget. Steve

was a loyal supporter of Seymour events and looked forward to the Old Settler's Celebration
every year. He also enjoyed riding his motorcycle, especially on 'vacation rides' with his good

buddy, Greg Lowe.

Steve developed a friendship with Mari Ann Porter and they were married until Mari passed away
in 2000. During their time together they had the joy of providing daycare for Mariah Dawn
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Clark, in their home for several years. Steve had so many great memories and stories of
adventures with Mariah. She had a special place in his heart.

Steve married Deborah Buttel Harbour in 2010. They enjoyed weekend trips around Iowa to
explore. Steve and Debbie were avid Iowa State fans, and enjoyed trips to Ames for many athletic

activities. With this marriage, Steve gained three stepsons and 14 grandchildren. That was quite a
change in Steve's life and it took a while to get used to little ones underfoot and in Steve's
words...'the noise.'

He was famous for making pancakes for the grandkids on the mornings of any sleepovers. Steve
was a dedicated son to his mother Myrna, after his father's death. He helped his mother get

settled in a small apartment and checked on her at least weekly. He would take her grocery
shopping and then laugh about how Myrna would stop in the middle of the aisle to look at
something, and he couldn't get around her on either side.

Steve looked for ways to make things easier for Myrna so that she could maintain her
independence. Myrna would often call Steve to come over and thread her sewing machine when
her fingers did not work so well anymore.... he did it and then would stay and have a few orange

slice cookies that his mother would make 'special' for him.

Steve kept his promise to his father, that he would 'take care' of his mother. Left to honor

Stephen's memory are his wife Debbie Shubat, his stepchildren Gabriel (Kristen) Harbour of
Centerville and their children Brady, Haley, Tory, Ellie and Lane; Chad (Liz) Harbour of Decatur,
Illinois and their children Joey and Rylee; and Dustin (Samantha) Harbour and their children

Michael, Connor, Chloe, Deziray, Rylee, Delaney and Natalie of Oskaloosa, Iowa; his aunt
Margaret Phippen of Russell, Iowa; his sister, Pam (David) Swanson of Lincoln, Nebraska; his

nephew Michael (Leslie Galloway) Swanson of Lincoln, Nebraska; his niece, Suzanne (Tim)
Beckmann of Lincoln, Nebraska; two great nieces, Kierra and Lydia, a great nephew, Jayden; as
well as many extended family and lifelong friends in the Seymour area.

Stephen was preceded in death by his first wife, Mari Shubat and his parents, Jay and Myrna
Shubat. Due to COVID concerns, a celebration of Steve's life will not be held. Instead, we ask that

you think of Steve with a smile, share a thought or story on the Tribute Wall of this website and
remember him in prayer.
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He will be buried at the Southlawn Cemetery in Seymour, next to his parents and Mari.
(southwest corner of the cemetery) Memorials have been established to the American Heart

Association and may be mailed to Lange Funeral Home and Crematory, C/O Shubat Family,
1900 south 18th Street, Centerville, Iowa 52544.

Condolences may be shared online at www.langefh.com.
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Thomas Funeral Home posted:

October 21 at 3:35 PM

Thomas Funeral Home shared an album called Obituary Wall.

October 13 at 3:18 PM

FR Frank And Dianne Ranes posted:

Debbie and familyWe are so sorry to hear of Stephen's passing. May God send peace and comfort to

all of you.

November 20 at 7:00 PM

DL Dennis & Beverly Sisul Laurson posted:

Dear Debbie,Please accept our sympathy and many prayers.

November 19 at 7:00 PM

KJ Kathy Jones posted:

You are all in my thoughts and Prayers🙏💔

November 19 at 7:00 PM

ML Marci Larsen posted:

Rest in peace Step HenLove, Your cousin Marci

November 18 at 7:00 PM
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Thomas Funeral Home shared a photo to the Obituary Wall album. October 13 at 3:18 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Stephen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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